INTRODUCTION
understand that their fundamental theme is, not
so much the burning questions we discussed, as
the character of Mussolini which, in its mani-
fold facetings, I was endeavouring to grasp.
The following pages, therefore, are not Platonic
dialogues in which this subject or that is exhaus-
tively dealt with. Nevertheless, the nature of
our talks is based upon the polarity of the inter-
locutors. I had devoted much time and thought
to the question how I could best confront my
own views with his, how I could most effectively
induce him to speak frankly and freely while
avoiding the danger of entering into one of those
ponderous "disputations" which are fatal to
conversation in any true sense of the term. He
knew that upon two matters of primary import-
ance I was radically opposed to him, and that
there was no likelihood of my coming over into
his camp; but this very fact may have been a
stimulus. Furthermore I was inclined to stress
my opposition in the hope of making him more
emphatic and lucid in his rejoinders. Yet I had
to avoid a contradictiousness which would have
made our conversations interminable; and, since
he had put no restriction upon the number of
our interviews, I felt it incumbent upon me to
avoid wasting his time. Besides, I find it more
congenial to leave my readers untrammelled.
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